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Cambridge Springs, 2005

         Diane P. Flaherty
Stepping Out With Nelson & Jeanette

   The annual, international gathering at The Riverside Inn at Cambridge Springs, PA in honor of Nelson Eddy began a week early for me this year.  I was pleased and privileged to host one of our Australian members, May Crates.  May arrived in Detroit after about 19 hours of flying from Sydney, Australia.  

   We spent the week anticipating our drive to Pennsylvania, touring some interesting spots in the Detroit area, laughing and enjoying ourselves. 

   Some points of interest were our trip to Windsor, Canada, just over the bridge from downtown Detroit.  It was a lovely, sunny day and the Detroit waterfront was spectacular.  We

 returned to the States via the tunnel under the Detroit River.  We enjoyed a luscious luncheon at the Pegasus Restaurant in historic Greektown and even wagered a total of $5 at the Greektown 

Casino!  A “must see” in Greektown is old St. Mary’s church with its lovely pipe organ and grottos and, of course a visit to one of the many delicious Greek bakeries that line the street.  

   Other days saw us shopping for hard to find (in Australia) DVD’s and, of course, watching Nelson Eddy movies.  

   The Detroit Pistons (our basketball team) were in the Championship Finals that week, and May was gracious enough to allow us to holler and rage about our defeat to the San Antonio Spurs.

   Thursday, June 23 saw my husband Mike and I going to the Detroit Metro Airport to pick up fellow members MariAnn Jones (GA) and Jael Barstow (WA).  They were my house guests for that evening.

   First thing in the morning, we left on our nearly  8 hour drive to Cambridge Springs.  Along the way, we stopped in Sylvania, OH to pick up Dorothy Coats (OH).  Dorothy has been my navigator for several years now.  We listened to Nelson and drove happily along without any major traffic problems.  

   We arrived  about 4:30pm at The Riverside Inn where I spotted many of my dearest friends and acquaintances.  We were finally checked in after many stops for greetings, hugs and kisses.

There was barely time to unpack the 9 boxes of necessities I had pre-shipped, before it was dinner time.  As previously reported in years past, the food at The Riverside Inn’s Concord Room is divine and plentiful. A lovely white floral arrangement sent by Lucy and (Perry) Pickering (MD) greeted us at the Inn’s desk

   After dinner, we all met for the welcome meeting, but this year, Dr. John Marsh (CA) had a big surprise in store for us.  We were all treated to a fabulous concert entitled: “Isn’t It Romantic?” with songs and arias of Nelson Eddy and Jeanette MacDonald performed by 

[image: image1.wmf]baritone Peter Bianchi and our own Marlene Vrscak (PA),  a beautiful lady with a heavenly soprano voice.  They were accompanied on piano by Alaine Fink.  If that wasn’t surprise and thrill enough, Marlene had created an exact copy of a gown designed for Jeanette in Rose Marie by Adrian; the white silk dress that Marie wears while entertaining the Premier.  

   This program included Tramp! Tramp! Tramp!, Pardon Me, Madame, Frondi Tenere; Ombra Mai Fu, Je Veux Vivre, Sonata in C Sharp Minor, Op. 27, No 2, Avant de Quitter Ces Lieux, Isn’t It Romantic?, “Neath the Southern Moon, One Kiss and duets Will You Remember, Ah! Sweet Mystery of Life and I’ll See You Again.  

   The magical feeling this grand concert left in the members foretold of the many entertaining pleasures that awaited us this special week.

   On Saturday morning, we learned of the Movie Palace Era which attracted a depression- era audience desperate for escapism.   Gene Kelly narrated a filmed presentation of those fabulous and lavish theaters.  MGM went the extra mile, while headed by Louis B. Mayer to focus on the stars, sentiment and sentimentality.

It was Mayer’s vision of America that the customer beheld in those movie palaces.

   We then viewed Naughty Marietta, always a hit with the members.  

   We were later treated to the production showing in the Victorian Room Dinner Theater as guests of Mike and Marie Halliday that evening.  All enjoyed the musical, Suds - The Rocking 60's Musical Soap Opera written by Melinda Gilb, Steve Gunderson, Will Robertson and Bryan Scott and starring Karen M. Brennan as Cindy, Brenda Evans as Marge, Jean Malthaner as Dee Dee and Rich Tryzbiak as all of the male parts from Mr. Postman through Johnny Angel.  It was a fun evening of memorable tunes and hilarious lines.  

   Sunday featured Rose Marie, one of our favorites.  This movie used the successful formula of “rich girl becomes a victim who needs to be rescued.”  Who better than our Sgt. Bruce to do the saving?  This film, like Naughty Marietta, used a “knock your sox off” duet, Indian Love Call in Rose Marie and Ah! Sweet Mystery of Life in Naughty Marietta, to build the drama and tension in a compelling and effective moment.

   “Wreck Room” followed where we view snippets and movies that were not on the schedule and other requests as well as hold the raffle to help raise funds for the Nelson Eddy Scholarship Fund.  Gloria Pollock, chairperson of the fund reports that this year’s donations were record-breaking.  We viewed the audition tape from the Philadelphia Academy of Vocal Arts.  

   The Annual Nelson Eddy Open- Golf Putting Contest took place on the grounds that

afternoon.  Pat and Darv Reaume again hosted the event and awarded prizes to the winners.  

Glenn, Pokie, Melora, Jael, Pat & Hayley    

That evening, we were treated to a concert in the Victorian Room that tested my command of superlatives.  We were honored to have Ron Sharpe and his wife, Barbra Russell of Broadway fame perform Broadway hits and a sprinkling of Nelson and Jeanette duets.  Alaine Fink was accompanied them on piano.

[image: image2.wmf]  They were met with rave reviews and exclama-tions of delight.  Ron and 

Barbra graciously met with the members for photos and autographs after the performance. 

A wine and cheese party followed the show.  

   June 27, Monday had us captivated by Maytime.  Much of its success was due to the fact that it didn’t offend the Depression-era audiences who understood the heroin who had everything except true love and happiness.  The concept of career vs homelife was also topical at this time.  The theme of “love found too late” personified by Nelson and Jeanette brought even the most stoic to tears.  

   After lunch, some members stayed behind to watch Girl of the Golden West while the stouthearted among us braved the 95 degree heat and humidity to visit the home of abolitionist,

      John Brown.  The small museum on the property was filled with mementos of this great 

American, but the heat of the day made many of us feel as though WE were “a-mouldering in the grave!”  Only the most stalwart proceeded to the grave sites while several of us stayed behind on a cement stoop beneath a shading tree.  We soon learned we were sitting in the middle of a flourishing stand of poison ivy!   We brave souls spent the rest of the field trip in my air conditioned car!  

   That evening we viewed the always enjoyable Sweethearts.  What a thrill to see Nelson and Jeanette on the big screen in living color!

                         Ron, Barbra & Alaine
What a thrill to see Nelson and Jeanette on the big screen in living color.

   The evening was capped off with the annual sing-along which featured Lynnette Peffley (OH) on piano.  The members sang their hearts out and thoroughly enjoyed each other’s company.

[image: image3.wmf]  Tuesday was our opportunity to meet Michael David Evans, son of Susanna Foster and late Broadway star Wilbur Evans.  Michael had produced two DVD’s

 especially for this meeting; one about Susanna’s career and the other about Wilbur’s career and centennial birthday. 

   At luncheon, we were treated to the matinee performance in the Dinner Theater, Squabbles by Marshall Karp, starring Nick Kikola as Jerry Sloan, Gerry Munn as Abe Dreyfus, Trevor Huster as Hector Lopez, Karen Jeffreys as Alice Sloan, Tracey Hall as Mildred   Sloan and Almitra Clerkin as Mrs. Fisher.  This was a comedy about the turmoil of having multi-generational family members living under one roof.  

   After dinner we viewed the New York Metropolitan Opera’s version of New Moon.

This stage play version is true to the script and includes songs not used in the MGM movie version starring Nelson and Jeanette.
   June 29 - Nelson’s 104th birthday!!  We began the day viewing parts of Bittersweet and discussing why the “formula” no longer worked.

Some might argue that they enjoy this film every bit as much as all the other N&J films.  

   Pajama Game was shown, though I must admit to missing this presentation as I was busy packing up my 9 boxes of “necessities”

 for return shipment to my home.  

   Upon entering the Concord Dining Room for      Nelson’s birthday celebration, we were all

 greeted by a bevy of balloon arrangements sent for the occasion by new members Gayle Meyers (AL) and her daughter, Margie.
   Dinner was crowned off 
Michael David Evans
with a beautiful birthday cake for Nelson and graced by a colorful arrangement of flowers sent by Nevella Kiter (OR), our Vice President.  I was honored to be asked to cut the cake. 

   One of the highlights of the week is always the Talent Show, showcasing the diverse talents of our members.  As usual, those who performed were well rehearsed by Lynnette Peffley (OH) and we were entertained with music, laughter and love.  

         This extravaganza was hosted by Bill Truesdell (ME). 

All too soon, it was time for the Farewell meeting on Thursday, June 30.  We said our “good-byes,” cried, laughed and promised to return in 2006.  

*Note: All performances available on video tape by contacting Mary Fox, US/Canada Representative, with proceeds benefitting the Scholarship Fund. 
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